“Migrants and Refugees: Towards a Better World”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our societies are experiencing, in an unprecedented way, processes of mutual
interdependence and interaction on the global level. While not lacking problematic or
negative elements, these processes are aimed at improving the living conditions of the
human family, not only economically, but politically and culturally as well. Each individual
is a part of humanity and, with the entire family of peoples, shares the hope of a better
future. This consideration inspired the theme I have chosen for the World Day of Migrants
and Refugees this year: Migrants and Refugees: Towards a Better World.

In our changing world, the growing phenomenon of human mobility emerges, to
use the words of Pope Benedict XVI, as a “sign of the times” (cf. Message for the 2006 World
Day of Migrants and Refugees). While it is true that migrations often reveal failures and
shortcomings on the part of States and the international community, they also point to the
aspiration of humanity to enjoy a unity marked by respect for differences, by attitudes of
acceptance and hospitality which enable an equitable sharing of the world’s goods, and by
the protection and the advancement of the dignity and centrality of each human being.

From the Christian standpoint, the reality of migration, like other human realities,
points to the tension between the beauty of creation, marked by Grace and the
Redemption, and the mystery of sin. Solidarity, acceptance, and signs of fraternity and
understanding exist side by side with rejection, discrimination, trafficking and exploitation,
suffering and death. Particularly disturbing are those situations where migration is not only
involuntary, but actually set in motion by various forms of human trafficking and
enslavement. Nowadays, “slave labour” is common coin! Yet despite the problems, risks and
difficulties to be faced, great numbers of migrants and refugees continue to be inspired by







